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August 23, 1950. 

Lt. General Walter Bedell Smith, 
First AI"mY, 
Governors Island, i '... 
New York. 

Dear General Smith: 

I have just learned and with a great deal of pleasure 

that you have been signally honored by President Truman in 

appOinting you Director of Central Intelligence and hasten to 

extend to you my mncere congratulations. our President is 

also to be congratulated upon his selection. As my grand

father use to say "May Your Shadow Never Grow Less. 1f 

With kind regards and best wishes for your success in 

your new position, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

JOHN A. JOmt§ON & SONS" INC., 
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EdWin ohnson, . 
EJ/AGG Executive Vice President. 



..... EdIdn Johnson 
Bla8cutlY4 Vice l'rMident 
.John A. Johnson &; :.lens, lao. 
270 Uat street. 
~ 32, l~_ York 

DeaJI' Mr. Johnson: 

Your toougbttul letter ot congratulations ."ith 
ita kind rema.l"klJ an the cooa.ion or IV' appoint.rt. 
.. Dbeetor of' the Central Intelligence Agency is 
a1nce:re];r appl"6e1atad. 

Althou.3h I mn. kec33 aware of the probl&'IIB 
ahead 01 ne, I an at the ~ gzoeatq eDCOUl"G:ged. 
and heartened by the cont1denoa which t.be I"N$1dent 
baa ... ti' to ~ in _ Md 'tv' U. AppOrt. of 
.,. Mende which has been ,.. e'V1dent br nch lettel'8 
., J'OUI'e. 
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